FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

(LAST NAME OF PARTICIPANT) wins national Civil Air Patrol public affairs award 

(DATELINE, e.g. HOLLYWOOD, Fla.) –        (Name of participant)      of       (City, State)     was recognized with an  Air Force Maj. Howell Balsem (type) award in the (category) during the Civil Air Patrol’s Public Affairs Officer Academy held Aug. 5-6 in Kissimmee, Fla.    
The Balsem awards honor top-notch public relations initiatives produced over the past year by CAP officers and cadets throughout the nation. 

A CAP member since (date member joined),          (Last name)         serves as a  (job title)              for (name of unit)          . (Fill in additional noteworthy biographical details . 

The academy featured seminars on media relations, crisis communication, public relations planning, writing and more. Among the high-profile speakers were CNN correspondent Miles O’Brien; Col. Mike Caldwell, deputy director of public affairs, Secretary of the Air Force Office of Public Affairs, The Pentagon, Washington, D.C.; Mike Strickler, public affairs operations officer for Air Force North at Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla.; and Lt. Col. Cindy Ryan, national public affairs team leader who handled international media relations during CAP’s month long search in 2007 for adventurer Steve Fossett. In addition to the search for Fossett, O’Brien covered Hurricane Katrina in 2005 and the loss of Space Shuttle Columbia in 2003.  

“CAP’s 900 PAOs across America work tirelessly to help the communities we serve understand who we are and what we do,” said Brig. Gen. Amy S. Courter, CAP interim national commander. “Professional development opportunities such as this one ensure that CAP members have the resources and the skills to reach their full potential as volunteers.”

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with more than 56,000 members nationwide. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counter-drug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the nearly 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for more than 66 years. For more information, visit www.cap.gov.

CONTACT:

(INSERT LOCAL CONTACT INFO HERE)

