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WHY Alabama?

The Civil Air Patrol (CAP) selected Boaz, AL for its October 26, 2007 National Junior Cadet Program “Lift-off” site due to Boaz’s progressive educational programs, which include CAP’s School Enrichment Program (SEP), for grades K-12.  The middle/high cadet SEP is designed for students in grades 6-12.  The Junior Cadet Program is for elementary students and will be field-tested this year in Boaz City Schools, along with about 20 other schools across the U.S.  By selecting Boaz, AL as the National Junior Cadet Program “Lift-off” site, we not only promote the newest CAP SEP, but we also promote Boaz’s and Alabama’s commitment to excellence in education.
Civil Air Patrol’s youth program goal is to develop responsible citizens.  This effort helps to fulfill the vision Governor Riley has for the future of our great state…

·  Governor Riley and State Education Superintendent Morton share a commitment to build a world-class education system that will ensure our young people contribute to Alabama’s future workforce needs and always have the opportunity to thrive and succeed. Initiatives include: Alabama’s Plan 2010, Alabama Reading Initiative (ARI), Alabama Math and Science Initiative (AMSTI), and Alabama’s Workforce Development Initiatives.
The Civil Air Patrol’s School Enrichment Program, which includes the new Junior Cadet Program for elementary students, compliments Gov. Riley’s and Superintendent Morton’s vision.  Through the cadet program’s emphasis on aerospace and academics, we are contributing to reading, math and science initiatives, as well as inspiring and developing the next generation of aerospace professionals.
·  Mrs. Patsy Riley is committed to youth and family development in Alabama.  She supports and promotes H.E.A.L. (Healthy Exercise and Living) and other parent/child programs such as Parenting Assistance Line (PAL), Home Instruction for Parents of Pre-School Youngsters (HIPPY), The Internet Keep Safe Coalition, and the Red Ribbon Campaign for drug free lifestyles.
The core component of CAP’s School Enrichment Program is character education.  Like Mrs. Riley, we provide and support opportunities for students to make positive choices that reflect healthy lifestyles and relationships.  

Character education, leadership, physical fitness, and academics through aerospace are emphasized in schools through the Junior Cadet Program for elementary students and the Cadet Program for middle and high school students.    The Cadet Program is already proven to increase attendance, improve attitudes, and produce students who select technology and engineering professions.  What better place to “lift-off” our new national Junior Cadet Program than right here in the state of Alabama, where progressive educational systems, such as Boaz City Schools, are in the process of molding students according to the vision set forth by our Alabama leaders.  
