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            BULLET BACKGROUND PAPER

                              on
         CAP’S JUNIOR CADET PROGRAM

- Over the past 10 years CAP has steadily moved its traditional cadet program, designed for grades 6-12, into schools across the nation.  These school squadrons are part of CAP’s “School Enrichment Program (SEP).” The SEP currently has 70 schools and 2200 cadets participating nationwide.  

- In March 2007, the CAP National Board voted to expand the SEP to encompass kindergarten-grade five to address America’s need for character development of youth at an earlier age.  Accordingly, CAP developed a “Junior Cadet” prototype program for implementation in the fall of 2007. 

-- The K-5 SEP is modeled after the basic elements of CAP’s standard cadet program:           

   (1) the principles of effective leadership; (2) the strength of integrity through character;    (3) a knowledge of aerospace and related career opportunities, and (4) the life-long benefits of physical fitness.

-- Civil Air Patrol’s Junior Cadet Program includes grade-level specific curricula, which was designed by educators and incorporates fun, hands-on activities in lesson plans that meet national academic standards.
-- The materials enrich most school systems’ standard core curricula.

-- The program is designed for either in-school or after-school applications.
- Junior Cadet Prototype Program Implementation for 2007- 2008 school year:

-- 20 schools are part of the 2007-08 nationwide field tests: Alabama- 11; Florida- 2; Pennsylvania - 2; Colorado- 1; Georgia- 2: Nevada- 1; and Puerto Rico- 1.
-- Over 300 teachers (complimentary CAP Aerospace Education Members) and approximately 7,000 students will participate.

-- Participating teachers will be eligible for the CAP Fly-a-Teacher Program.

-- Participating students will not be eligible for benefits of regular cadets such as: cadet uniforms; orientation flights; special activities; encampments; or any rank.

-- The national “Lift-off Celebration” for the program was held in Boaz, Alabama on October 26, 2007.  Each school had individual “lift-off” activities to initiate their school program.

-  If the prototype program is successful, it will be modified as necessary to address issues such   

    as membership categories, dues, benefits, expenses/budget, etc. and made available to any 
    elementary school in the nation in the fall of 2008.
- For more information on the Jr Cadet program, go to www.cap.gov/school       or contact School Enrichment Program Managers, Susan Mallett, Angie St. John or Debbie Dahl @ sep@capnhq.gov.
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